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HAIR EXTENSIONS, METHODS OF
MAKING, AND METHODS OF USING THE
SAME

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to hair extensions, methods
of making, and methods of using the same and, more
specifically, to welt hair extensions that can be used, for
example, near a part 1n a wearer’s hair without being easily
detectable by others, particularly when the hair extension
secured adjacent to the part 1s or becomes exposed.

BACKGROUND

Hair extensions can allow a wearer to add length and/or
volume to their natural hair such as by attaching a weft hair
extension that contains a plurality of natural or synthetic
hairs to the wearer’s natural hair. Hair extensions are tradi-
tionally attached to a wearer’s hair by being sewn in or
clipped into the wearer’s hair. Depending on the desired final
hair style, the wearer may decide to attach the hair extension
near a part in the wearer’s hair where hair on either side can
be brushed or combed in opposite directions to reveal the
wearer’s scalp. And a leave out portion of hair along the part
may be further utilized to help blend or hide the attached hair
extension.

With retference to FIG. 1, a conventional hair extension 2
1s shown that includes a wett 4 that contains a first plurality
of hairs 6, which are sewn onto a first substrate 8 using
thread 10. The first substrate 8 has a first substrate thickness
and the first plurality of hairs 6 has a hair thickness 14. In
many conventional hair extensions 2 that include the wett 4,
the first substrate thickness 1s substantially greater than the
hair thickness 14. While using the first substrate 8 allows for
a manufacturer to attach a large number of hairs to the welt
4 relatively quickly and without needing to resort to labor
intensive crocheting, for example, the resulting bulge arising
from the difference 1n the first substrate thickness and the
hair thickness creates an unnatural appearance when visible.
This problem 1s made worse when the first substrate 8 of the
welt 4 1s attached near a part in the wearer’s natural hair
because the unnatural appearance caused by the first sub-
strate 8, especially when contrasted with the portion of a
wearer’s exposed scalp adjacent to the hair part, makes it
obvious that the conventional hair extension 2 1s not the
wearer’s natural hair.

If the conventional hair extension 2 including the wett 4
1s attached near the hair part, a leave out including a portion
of the wearer’s natural hair 1s often used to cover a portion
of the wett 4 and avoid the unnatural appearance caused by
the first substrate 8. However, 1f the wind blows or the
wearer’s natural hair 1s moved out of place for some other
reason, the welt 4 can be revealed to others, allowing
observers to clearly see that the wearer 1s wearing a hair
extension. To avoid this unwanted outcome, wearers of
conventional hair extensions 2 often decide to, and may need
to, use a leave out as described above and blend 1t into the
first plurality of hairs 6 in an effort to make the conventional
hair extension 2 less or unnoticeable. However, leave outs
can add unwanted time to the overall process. Generally, the
larger the leave-out the wearer uses, the more diflicult it 1s
for the wearer to blend their natural hair 18 into the first
plurality of hairs 6 of the conventional hair extension 2.

Accordingly, there 1s a need for a hair extension that
allows the user to wear a thin(ner) leave out or no leave out
at all while enabling the hair extension to be less readily or
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undetectable to observers if, for example, the location where
the hair extension 1s attached at or near a part becomes
exposed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s directed to hair extensions,
methods of making, and methods of using the same and,
more specifically, to welt hair extensions that can be used,
for example, near a part in a wearer’s hair without being
casily detectable by others, particularly when the hair exten-
s1ion secured adjacent to the part 1s or becomes exposed.

In one embodiment, a hair extension 1s provided that
includes a first welt including a first substrate and a first
plurality of hairs. The first substrate has a length, width, and
thickness and includes a top side, a bottom side opposite the
top side, and an edge along the length of the first substrate.
The first plurality of hairs have a desired length and extend
from the top side, wherein the bottom side 1s situated
proximate a wearer’s hair when the hair extension 1s
attached to the wearer’s hair. The hair extension further
includes a second substrate having a length, width, and
thickness and includes a top side and a bottom side opposite
the top side. The second substrate 1s attached to the first
substrate at or along the edge of the first substrate so that the
second substrate extends 1n a direction generally opposite to
the first substrate. The bottom side of the second substrate 1s
situated proximate the wearer’s hair when the hair extension
1s attached to the wearer’s hair. The extension also 1includes
a second plurality of hairs having a desired length and
extending from the top side of the second substrate.

In another embodiment, a hair extension 1s provided that
includes a substrate having a length, width, and thickness
and includes a top side and a bottom side opposite the top
side. The substrate has a plurality of hairs having a desired
length and extending from the top side of the second
substrate. The substrate includes lace with a plurality of
openings or a polyurethane sheet, wherein the thickness of
the substrate 1s from about 0.15 mm to about 0.45 mm. The
hair extension further includes an attachment device secured
to the bottom side of the substrate and that attaches the hair
extension to a wearer’s hair such that the bottom side of the
substrate 1s situated proximate the wearer’s hair when the
hair extension 1s attached thereto. The attachment device 1s
a hair clip or comb and the hair extension 1s devoid of a weltt.

In another embodiment, a method of installing a hair
extension on a head of a wearer includes preparing a part 1n
the wearer’s hair, and preparing a {irst anchor from a portion
of the wearer’s hair to recerve the hair extension on a first
side of the wearer’s part, wherein the first anchor 1s a tangle
of teased hair, an anchor braid, hair roots, or a combination
thereof. The method further includes installing the hair
extension to the head of the wearer by securing the hair
extension to the first anchor. The hair extension can include,
for example, a first welt including a first substrate and a first
plurality of hairs. The first substrate has a length, width, and
thickness and includes a top side, a bottom side opposite the
top side, and an edge along the length of the first substrate.
The first plurality of hairs has a desired length and extends
from the top side, wherein the bottom side 1s situated
proximate a wearer’s hair when the hair extension 1s
attached to the wearer’s hair. The hair extension further
includes a second substrate having a length, width, and
thickness and includes a top side and a bottom side opposite
the top side. The second substrate 1s attached to the first
substrate at or along the edge of the first substrate so that the
second substrate extends 1n a direction generally opposite to
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the first substrate The bottom side of the second substrate 1s
situated proximate the wearer’s hair when the hair extension

1s attached to the wearer’s hair. The hair extension further
includes a second plurality of hairs having a desired length
and extends from the top side of the second substrate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE

DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of this specification, 1llustrate embodi-
ments of the invention and, with a detailed description of the
embodiments given below, serve to explain the principles of
the invention. The components 1n the figures are not neces-
sarily to scale. Moreover, 1n the figures, like-referenced
numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the dii-
ferent views.

FIG. 1 15 a front elevational view of a traditional wett hair
extension;

FIG. 2 1s a front elevational view of a second substrate
being attached to a first substrate of a welt hair extension in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 1s a front elevational view of the hair extension of
FIG. 2 with the second substrate fully attached;

FIG. 4 1s a front view of a hair(s) being attached to a
portion of the second substrate of the hair extension of FIG.
3 1n accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 1s a front elevational view of a portion of the
second substrate of FIG. 4 with a plurality of hairs attached;

FIG. 5A 1s a front elevational view of a variation of the
second substrate of FIG. 5 with a plurality of hairs attached
in accordance with another embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 6 15 a front elevational view of the hair extension of
FIG. 3 with the plurality of hairs attached to the second
substrate 1n accordance with an embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 7 1s a cross-sectional view of the hair extension of
FIG. 6 taken along lines 7-7 with an attachment device 1n
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 7A 1s a perspective view of the hair extension clip of
FIG. 7 as used with the hair extension 1n accordance with an
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 8A 15 a cross-sectional view of a variation of the hair
extension of FIG. 7 including a plurality of welts 1n accor-
dance with another embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 8B 1s a cross-sectional view of another variation of
the hair extension of FIG. 7 with a second substrate attached
on both sides of the welt in accordance with another
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 8C 1s a cross-sectional view of another variation of
the hair extension of FIG. 7 with separate second substrates
individually attached to opposite sides of the first substrate
in accordance with another embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 8D 1s a cross-sectional view of another variation of
the hair extension of FIG. 7 with a weft attached 1n a 180°
fashion and situated proximate the distal edge of the second
substrate 1n accordance with another embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 9 15 a cross-sectional view of another variation of the
hair extension of FIG. 7 without any welt 1n accordance with
another embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 10A and 10B are back and front elevational views,
respectively, of a hair extension with a notched opening in
the second substrate 1n accordance with another embodiment
of the invention;

FIGS. 11A-11E are front views of a wearer preparing a
part for recerving the hair extension of FIG. 6 in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention:
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FIGS. 12A-12F are perspective views of the wearer
attaching the hair extension of FIG. 6 to a wearer’s hair as

prepared 1 FIGS. 11A-11E 1n accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 13 i1s a partial cross-sectional view of a hair exten-
sion clip attached to an anchor braid separated from a
wearer’s part in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 14 1s a partial cross-sectional view of a hair exten-
sion clip attached to a plurality of natural hairs between the
wearer’s part and an anchor braid in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 15 15 a partial cross-sectional view of a hair exten-
s1on clip attached to an anchor braid adjacent to the wearer’s
part in accordance with one embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 16 1s a perspective view of a wearer using the hair
extension of FIG. 6 1 a half-up half-down hairstyle 1n
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 17 1s a cross-sectional view of a fold-over hair
extension in accordance with an embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 18 1s a cross-sectional view of a vanation of the
fold-over hair extension of FIG. 17 in accordance with
another embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 19 15 a cross-sectional view of another variation of
the fold-over hair extension of FIG. 17 1n accordance with
another embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 20 1s a cross-sectional view of yet another variation
of the fold-over hair extension of FIG. 17 1n accordance with
another embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Any numerical ranges specified throughout the specifica-
tion can include the endpoints of the range unless otherwise
indicated. Furthermore, the ranges can include all values
between the endpoints of the ranges unless otherwise mndi-
cated.

As shown 1n FIGS. 2-7, a hair extension 20 includes a
second substrate 22 that 1s attached to a welt 4 via a first
substrate 8 that contains a first plurality of hairs 6 extending,
in a direction away therefrom. The second substrate 22 has
a second substrate top side 24 and a second substrate bottom
side 26 opposite the second substrate top side 24. The first
substrate 8 has a first substrate top side 28 and a first
substrate bottom side 30.

As best shown 1 FIGS. 2 and 3, 1n one example, a length
of the second substrate 22 can be attached to the first
substrate 8 generally along 1ts length and adjacent an edge
thereof. One method for attaching the second substrate 22 to
the first substrate 8 1s hand sewing the two together using a
needle 32 and a thread 10 such that one end of the second
substrate 22 1s stitched along 1ts length to one end of the first
substrate 8 thereby defining a first overlap 34. While shown
as being attached along the edge of the first substrate top side
28, 1t should be understood that the second substrate 22 can
be secured away from the edge and/or to the first substrate
bottom side 30, for example. Also, the second substrate 22
may be secured at desired areas or intervals along 1ts length
as compared to substantially along the entirety of its length.
In addition, alternative methods for joining together the
second substrate 22 and the {first substrate 8 may be used,
such as bonding together with an adhesive, mechanical
sewing, using a mechanical fastener (e.g., a clip, button(s),
Velcro, and the like), welding, magnets, any other conven-
tional joining technique, and any combination thereof. The
second substrate 22, which 1s attached to the weflt 4 via the
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first substrate 8, extends away from or 1n a direction gen-
crally opposite from the first substrate 8 and the first
plurality of hairs 6 to define an overhang portion 36. The
second substrate 22 further includes a width 38 defined as
the distance between the first overlap 34 and a distal edge 39.
In one embodiment, the width 38 1s from about 0.1 mm to
about 204 mm. In another embodiment, the width 38 1s from
about 0.1 mm to about 102 mm. In yet another embodiment,
the width 38 1s from about 102 mm to about 204 mm. The
first substrate 8 also includes a width, which 1s from about
1 mm to about 153 mm. In another embodiment, the width
1s from about 1 mm to about 10 mm. In yet another
embodiment, the width 38 1s from about 10 mm to about 153
mm.

With further reference to FIG. 3, the length of the hair
extension 20 can be from about 0.5 inches to about 10 ft. If
the hair extension 20 has a longer length than desired by the
wearer, the wearer can cut the hair extension 20 to the length
desired or can cut an opemng or slit 60 therein (See FIGS.
10A and 10B) such as to bend the hair extension 20 as
described further below. In one embodiment, the length of
the hair extension 20 can be from about 10 inches to about
10 it. In another embodiment, the length of the hair exten-
sion 20 can be from about 0.5 imches to about 10 inches. In
yet another embodiment of the mmvention, the length of the
hair extension 20 can be from about 1 inch to about 5 1inches.
The length of the hair extension 20 also can define the length
of the first substrate 8, the second substrate 22, and/or the
first overlap 34. As shown 1n the embodiment of FIG. 3, the
length of the hair extension 20 defines the length of the first
substrate 8, the length of the second substrate 22, and the
length of the first overlap 34. In this embodiment, the first
overlap 34 completely covers (1.¢., extends along the length
ol) the first substrate top side 28 and the bottom side 26 of
the second substrate 22. In a further embodiment, where the
length of the first substrate 8 1s larger than the length of the
second substrate 22 (not shown), the length of the hair
extension 20 defines the length of the first substrate 8 and the
length of the second substrate 22 defines the length of the
first overlap 34. In another further embodiment, where the
length of the second substrate 22 1s longer than the length of
the first substrate 8 (not shown), the length of the hair
extension 20 defines the length of the second substrate 22
and the length of the first substrate 8 defines the length of the
first overlap 34. Although the first substrate 8 and the second
substrate 22, as shown 1n FIG. 3, may each have a uniform
length and a umiform width and a linear first overlap 34, 1t
should be understood that the length and/or width may be
non-uniform therealong, which can provide for a non-linear
first overlap. Such non-uniform length and/or width can
allow for any of a variety of shapes and configurations for
the first and second substrates 8, 22.

The first substrate 8 and/or second substrate 22 can
include or can be a textile material (e.g., a knit, woven, or
nonwoven textile) that may be made of natural and/or
synthetic fibers and/or yarns, including blends thereof. In
one example, the textile material can include, for example,
nylon, satin, silk, cotton, polyester, polyurethane, synthetic
sheets, and the like, or combinations thereot. In one embodi-
ment, the material for the first substrate 8 and/or second
substrate 22 1s selected for 1ts high durability such as to
avold being easily ripped or torn with repeated use. As
shown, the first substrate 8 and/or second substrate 22 can
include a lace that defines a woven (or mesh-like) material.
In another embodiment, the second substrate 22 can include
a lace that defines a knitted structure or a fused fabric
material (e.g., a nonwoven material).
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In one embodiment, the first substrate 8 and/or second
substrate 22 may be reinforced using an additional structure
(not shown). This additional reinforcing structure, for
example, may comprise additional layers of the first sub-
strate 8 and/or the second substrate 22, which can be
attached/secured to each other by means and methods
known 1n the art. In one embodiment, the hair extension 20
may include from 1 to 14 layers of the first substrate 8 and/or
the second substrate 22. In another embodiment, the hair
extension 20 may include from 1 to 2 layers of the first
substrate 8 and/or the second substrate 22. The first substrate
8 can have a first substrate thickness 12 from about 0.25 mm
to about 25 mm (See, e.g., FIG. 7). In another embodiment,
the first substrate 8 can have a first substrate thickness 12
from about 0.5 to about 4 mm. In yet another embodiment,
the first substrate 8 can have a first substrate thickness 12
from about 1 mm to about 2.2 mm. The second substrate 22
can have a second substrate thickness 48 from about 0.15
mm to about 26 mm (See, e.g., FIG. 7). In another embodi-
ment, the second substrate thickness 48 may be from about
0.45 mm to about 26 mm. In yet another embodiment, the
second substrate thickness 48 may be from about 0.15 mm
to about 0.45 mm.

In one embodiment, the first substrate 8 and/or second
substrate 22 1s formed to define a woven or mesh/mesh-like
structure, such as via molding techniques (e.g., 1njection
molding), 3D printing, and the like. As shown, the second
substrate 22 also has a plurality of openings 50 (See, e.g.,
FIGS. 4 and 5) such that each of the plurality of openings 50
has an opening width 52. In one embodiment, the opening
width 52 can be from about 0.1 mm to 26 mm. In another
embodiment, the opening width 52 can be from about 1.5
mm to about 26 mm. In yet another embodiment, the
opening width 352 i1s from about 0.1 mm to about 1.5 mm.
While the openings 50 are shown here as having a generally
hexagonal shape, 1t should be understood that the openings
50 are not so limited and may include other or a combination
of shapes (and sizes) including, for example, circular, tri-
angular, square, and the like.

The color of the first substrate 8 and/or the second
substrate 22 may be selected based on at least one of several
criteria. In one embodiment, the color of the first substrate
8 and/or the second substrate 22 1s selected to match the
color of the first plurality of hairs 6 or the wearer’s hair
color. In another embodiment, the color of the second
substrate 22 and/or the first substrate 8 may be selected to
correspond to a root color of the wearer’s natural hair 18, or
a color of the first plurality of hairs 6. In one example, the
color selected can be black, jet black, natural black, and the
like. In one example, the first substrate 8 and/or second
substrate 22 includes a textile material that has or 1s provided
with a black, jet black, natural black, or any similar dark
color, which can correspond with the color of the first
plurality of hairs 6 or the wearer’s hair color, for example.
In another example, the first substrate 8 and/or second
substrate 22 includes a synthetic maternial, such as polyure-
thane, that has or 1s provided with a black, jet black, natural
black, or any similar dark color, which can correspond with
the color of the first plurality of hairs 6 or the wearer’s hair
color, for example. In yet another embodiment, the color of
the first substrate 8 and/or the second substrate 22 may be
selected to be less noticeable whether or not hair 1s attached.
In one example, the first substrate 8 and/or the second
substrate 22 includes a textile material that i1s clear and
transparent. In another example, the first substrate 8 and/or
second substrate 22 includes a synthetic material, such as
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polyurethane, that 1s clear and transparent. It should be
understood that other/any number of specific colors may be
contemplated as well.

As shown 1n FIGS. 4-7, a second plurality of hairs 54 may
be attached directly (e.g., hand tied) to the second substrate

22. As best shown 1n FIGS. 4 and 5, the second plurality of

hairs 54 may be attached to the second substrate 22 by
inserting individual hairs through a corresponding opening
50 and securing those individual hairs to the second sub-
strate 22 using a method including, for example, hand tying,
crocheting, ventilating, machine insertion, or other similar
methods. Hand tying/crocheting/ventilating can include a
labor-intensive process of attaching individual human or
synthetic hairs to the second substrate 22, such as by passing
a specialized wig crochet hook through the opening 50,
pulling the human hair through therethrough and knotting
the hair to the second substrate 22. Machine insertion or
injection can involve repeatedly mechanically puncturing of
the second substrate 22 with a needle containing at least one
ol the second plurality of hairs 54, and 1s described 1n greater
below with respect to FIG. 5A. In one example, machine
insertion can be used to attach the second plurality of hairs
54 to the second substrate 22, which can include a synthetic
material or sheet of material, such as a polyurethane sheet.
The second plurality of hairs 54 may be attached to one or
more sides of the second substrate 22. For example, in one
embodiment, the hair extension 20 can include a second
substrate 22 that has the second plurality of hairs 54 attached
to the second substrate top side 24. Attaching the second
plurality of hairs 54 to the second substrate 22 can allow the
second plurality of hairs 54 to hide the first substrate 8 or
make the first substrate 8 less visible when the hair extension
20 1s viewed from that side. Concerming the first plurality of
hairs 6 and the first substrate 8, while the first plurality of
hairs 6 conventionally are sewn onto the first substrate 8
using thread 10, in one embodiment, the first plurality of
hairs 6 similarly may be attached directly to the first sub-
strate 8, like as discussed with respect to the second sub-
strate 22 herein, such as by using a method including, for
example, hand tying, crocheting, ventilating, machine inser-
tion, or other similar methods.

With specific reference to FIG. 5A and concerning
machine insertion techniques, when a machine needle, for
example, 1s mserted and removed from the second substrate
22, the one of the second plurality of hairs 54 has been
injected into and through the second substrate 22 and
remains attached to the second substrate 22 whereby a small
portion or end of the second plurality of hairs 54 can extend
out from the opposite side of the second substrate 22. Here,
the second plurality of hairs 34 have been injected or
inserted into the second substrate 22, which can include a
synthetic sheet (e.g., a polyurethane sheet), such that the
second plurality of hairs 54 extend primarily from the
second substrate top side 24 with a portion situated through
the second substrate 22 and extending from the second
substrate bottom side 26. In such an embodiment, the
portion of the plurality of hairs 54 that extends from the
second substrate bottom side 26 may be attached/secured to
the second substrate 22 using means and methods known in
the art, such as bonding with an adhesive or attaching
another second substrate 22 thereover, such as adhesively.
While the second substrate(s) 22, for example, 1s shown
visible through the second plurality of hairs 54 in FIG. SA,
it should be understood that this 1s done for illustrative
purposes to show that which would be hidden otherwise by
the second plurality of hairs 34. That 1s, the hair extension
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20, 1n one example, includes a suflicient number or amount
of the second plurality of hairs 54 to cover or hide the second
substrate 22.

With continuing reference to FIGS. 2-7, the characteris-
tics of the first and second plurality of hairs 6 and 54 may
be selected based on at least one of several considerations.
For example, the first and second plurality of hairs 6, 54 may
include the same or different types of hair such as natural
hair, synthetic hair, other suitable hair replacements, or a
combination thereof. The first and second plurality of hairs
6, 534 may also have the same or diflerent characteristics such
as straight, wavy, curly, frizzy, kinky, other suitable hair
types, or combinations thereof. The color of the second
plurality of hairs 54 may be selected, for example, to
correspond with the color of the second substrate 22, the
color of the first plurality of hairs 6, or the color of the
wearer’s natural hair 18. In one embodiment, the color of the
first and second plurality of hairs 6,54 may be selected to
correspond to a root color of the wearer’s natural hair 18, or
a color of the first plurality of hairs 6. In one example, the
color selected can be black, jet black, natural black, and the
like. In one embodiment, the second plurality of hairs 54
includes hair with different characteristics that are attached
to different portions of the second substrate 22. In one
embodiment, some of the second plurality of hairs 54
attached to the second substrate 22 are frizzy, kinky, curly,
or are processed i some other similar style while other
portions of the second plurality of hairs 54 have a different
style. For example, the second plurality of hairs 54 proxi-
mate to the distal edge 39 may be frnizzy, kinky, or curly to
obscure the distal edge 39 while other portions of the second
plurality of hairs 54 have the characteristics of the desired
hairstyle. The length of the first and second plurality of hairs
6, 534 can be of any desired size. In one example, the length
can be from about 1 inch to about 60 inches. In another
example, the length can be from about 4 inches to about 40
inches.

As best shown 1n FIGS. 6 and 7, the hair extension 20
includes the weit 4 having the first substrate 8 and first
plurality of hairs 6 and 1its attached second substrate 22 with
the second plurality of hairs 54. While the first and second
substrates 8, 22, for example, are visible through the first and
second plurality of hairs 6, 54 1n FIG. 6 (as well as in other
Figures), it should be understood that that i1s done {for
illustrative purposes to show that which would be hidden
otherwise by the first and second plurality of hairs 6, 54, 1n
the various embodiments. While the second substrate 22 1s
shown to be attached to the welt 4 via the first substrate top
side 28 generally along 1ts length and adjacent an edge
thereof, 1t should be understood that the hair extension 20
may include one or more second substrates 22 attached to
one or both sides of the welt 4 or to multiple welts 4 as
described 1n greater detail below (see FIGS. 8A-8C). Simi-
larly, while the second plurality of hairs 54 1s shown to
extend from the second substrate top side 24, the second
plurality of hairs 54 may be attached to the other side of the
second substrate 22 or both sides of the second substrate 22
(See, e.g., FIG. 20). It should be further understood that the
hair extension 20 also may exclude the second plurality of
hairs 54 from the second substrate 22 (See, e¢.g., FIG. 3). In
such an embodiment, the second plurality of hairs 54 may be
later attached by the wearer or some other third party (e.g.,
a hair stylist).

With continuing reference to FIGS. 7 and 7A, the hair
extension 20 can further include at least one attachment
device 56, which 1s shown here as a hair extension clip,
which can be a conventional clip, to attach the hair extension
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20 to the wearer, e.g., the wearer’s natural hair 18. As best
shown 1n FIG. 7A, the hair extension clip 56 can include a
first end 35 and a second end 57. The first end 55 of each hair
extension clip 56 can be attached to the second substrate 22
proximate to the distal edge 39. The hair extension clip(s) 56
can 1nclude a plurality of hair-engaging teeth 39, which can
define spring-loaded teeth, as 1s known 1n the art, to attach
to the wearer’s natural hair 18 when the wearer 1s wearing,
the hair extension 20. The hair-engaging teeth 59 can extend
from the clip 36 1n a direction away from the first end 335 and
towards the second end 57. The second end 37 of the hair
extension clip 56 1s disposed farther from the distal edge 39
than the first end 35. Other suitable attachment devices 56
may be used imstead of or 1in addition to the hair extension
clip 56 such as, for example, wig comb(s), sewing thread,
bobby pin(s), adhesive (e.g., glue), tape, magnet(s), other
suitable methods for attaching a hair extension to a wearer
or the wearer’s natural hair, or combinations thereof as
discussed further below. The attachment device 56 may be
attached to the hair extension 20 using any suitable method
for joining two materials together including, for example,
sewing, bonding with an adhesive (e.g., glue), taping, and
the like, or any combination thereof. In one example, the
hair extension clip 56 can be attached to the second substrate
22 and/or the first substrate 8 by an adhesive or by sewn
threads. As shown 1n FIG. 7TA, the attachment device 56 can
be attached to the second substrate 22 by threads 10. In
another embodiment, the attachment device 56 can be
attached to the second substrate 22, e.g., a synthetic sheet,
using an adhesive (not shown). In another embodiment, the
attachment device 56 can be sewn onto a separate textile
material or another substrate (like the second substrate 22),
for example, that then can be attached to the second sub-
strate 22, such as using an adhesive and the like.

The attachment device 36 may be attached to a desired
location on the first substrate 8 and/or second substrate 22 of
the hair extension 20 or any other suitable area of the hair
extension 20. In one embodiment, the attachment device 56
may be attached to the hair extension 20 proximate the distal
edge 39 of the second substrate 22 such that the distance
between the attachment device 56 and the distal edge 39
defines a separation distance 58. In one embodiment, the
separation distance 58 can be from 0.05 mm to 76 mm. In
another embodiment, the separation distance 58 can be from
4 mm to 76 mm. In yet another embodiment, the separation
distance 56 can be from 0.05 mm to 4 mm. In other
embodiments, the attachment device 56 1s not attached to the
hair extension 20 by the manufacturer (see FIG. 6). In such
embodiments, the attachment device 56 may be attached to
the device by the wearer or some other person, such as a hair
stylist, for example. The number of attachments devices 56
can vary, as needed/desired, to adequately secure the hair
extension 20 to the wearer, as would be understood by one
skilled 1n the art.

In embodiments where the attachment device 56 includes
a hair extension clip, a number of the second plurality of
hairs 54, such as proximate to the distal edge 39, may be
folded over the distal edge 39 and attached to the second
substrate bottom side 26 or attached to the first substrate
bottom side 30 (see FIGS. 17-19), which 1s described in
greater detail below.

In embodiments where the attachment device 56 includes
a wig comb, the wig comb may include a plurality of teeth
that engage with a portion of the wearer’s natural hair 18 to
prevent movement ol the hair extension 20 (not shown).
Such wig comb(s) may include any wig comb(s) conven-
tionally used to attach a wig or hair extension 20 to the
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wearer’s natural hair 18. In one example, each of the
plurality of teeth may form a substantially oval shaped with
pomnted ends. Similar to the hair extension clips, the wig
comb(s) may be attached to the hair extension 20 adjacent to
or proximate the distal edge 39. And the wig comb(s) may
come 1n contact with the wearer’s natural hair 18 at or
proximate a tangle, an anchor braid, other suitable attach-
ment points (e.g., hair roots), or combinations thereof.

In embodiments where the attachment device 56 includes
an attachment thread sewn 1nto the hair extension 20 and the
wearer’s natural hair 18, the sewing method may involve,
for example, a running stitch, a basting stitch, a cross stitch,
a back stitch, any other suitable stitching technique, or any
combination thereof. In one embodiment, the back stitch 1s
preferable because i1t renders the attachment thread less
detectable because the attachment thread 1s only visible from
a line of dots that blend 1n with the wearer’s natural hair 18
better than loops or wider threading.

In embodiments where the attachment device 56 can
include at least one bobby pin, a bent portion of the bobby
pin(s) may come in contact with the hair extension 20
proximate the distal edge 39, with a top portion of the bobby
pin(s) coming 1n contact with the second substrate top side
24 and a bottom portion of the bobby pin(s) coming 1n
contact with the wearer’s natural hair 18 (not shown). In a
turther embodiment, the bottom portion of the bobby pin(s)
can puncture or pierce through the second substrate 22. In
another embodiment, the bent portion of the bobby pin(s)
may come 1nto contact with the hair extension 20 proximate
the distal edge 39, with the top portion and the bottom
portion of the bobby pin(s) coming in contact with the
wearer’s natural hair 18. In a further embodiment, the top
portion and bottom portion of the bobby pin(s) can puncture
or pierce the second substrate 22 to help secure the hair
extension 20. The bobby pin(s) may come 1n contact with the
wearer’s natural hair 18 at or proximate a tangle, an anchor
braid, other suitable attachment points, or combinations
thereof (not shown).

In embodiments where the attachment device 356 1s
secured via an adhesive, the adhesive may include, for
example, conventional “tape-in-extensions,” glue, tape, and
the like. The adhesives, in one example, can include cya-
noacrylate adhesives, polyurethane adhesives, urethane
adhesives, and epoxy adhesives. In embodiments where the
attachment device 56 includes magnets, a first magnet can be
attached to the second substrate bottom side 26 or the first
substrate bottom side 30 using a conventional means of
joining two materials including, for example, bonding with
an adhesive (e.g., glue or tape), using a mechanical fastener,
other suitable joining techniques, or combination thereof. In
such embodiments, a second magnet may be used together
with the first magnet to attach the hair extension 20 to the
wearer’s natural hair 18 by trapping a portion of the wearer’s
natural hair 18 between the first magnet and the second
magnet (not shown).

As shown now 1n FIG. 8A, the hair extension 20 1s a
variation of the hair extension 20 of FIG. 7 and includes a
plurality of welts 4 that securely cooperate with the second
substrate 22 whereby the second substrate 22 can be stitched
to the first substrate 8 of the top or uppermost welt 4, like
as shown and described above in FIGS. 2-7. While the
second substrate 22 1s shown to be attached to the front side
of the topmost welt 4 of the plurality of welts 4, it 1s
understood that other embodiments of the mmvention may
include one or more second substrates 22 attached to one or
both sides of one or more of the plurality of welts 4 as
described 1n further detail below. Similarly, while the second
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plurality of hairs 54 1s shown to extend from the second
substrate top side 24, other embodiments of the invention
may attach a plurality of hairs to the other side of the second
substrate 22, both sides of the second substrate 22, or neither
side of the second substrate 22. The hair extension 20 further
includes at least one attachment device 56 used to attach the
hair extension 20 to the wearer, e.g., the wearer’s natural hair
18. As shown 1n FIG. 8A, the attachment device 56 1s a hair
extension clip. Other suitable attachment devices 56 may be
used 1nstead of or 1n addition to the hair extension clip such
as, for example, sewing thread, bobby pin(s), adhesive (e.g.,
glue), tape, magnets, other suitable methods for attaching a
hair extension to a wearer or the wearer’s natural hair, or
combinations thereof. The attachment device 56 may be
attached to the hair extension 20 using any suitable method
for joining two materials together including, for example,
sewing, bonding with an adhesive (e.g., glue), taping, and
the like, or any combination thereof. The attachment device
56 may be attached to the hair extension 20 at a desired
location on the first substrate 8 and/or second substrate 22 of
the second substrate 22 or any other suitable portion of the
hair extension 20. In one embodiment, the attachment device
56 may be attached to the hair extension 20 proximate the
distal edge 39 of the second substrate 22 such that the
distance between the attachment device 56 and the distal
edge 39 defines the separation distance 58.

With reference now to FIG. 8B, the hair extension 20
shown 1s another variation of the hair extension 20 of FIG.
7 1n which a single second substrate 22 1s attached to both
sides 28, 30 of the first substrate 8. In particular, a second
overlap 42 1s formed by folding the second substrate 22
around or over the top edge of the first substrate 8 such that
the second substrate bottom side 26 and the first substrate
top side 28 come mto contact and a length of each of the
second substrate 22 and first substrate 8 is stitched together,
like as shown and described above with respect to the first
overlap 1 FIGS. 2-7. In one embodiment, the attachment
device 56, e.g., a hair extension clip, may be secured (not
shown), 1n a manner as 1s shown and described above 1n
FIGS. 7 and 7A, to the top side 24 of the second substrate
22 proximate to the distal edge 39 and, in one example, on
top of the second plurality of hairs 54, such that the plurality
of hair-engaging teeth 539 would extend in a direction away
from the distal edge 39 of the second substrate 22. In another
embodiment, the hair extension 20 of FIG. 8B may be
secured, such as via thread, to the wearers hair 18 by
methods known 1n the art (e.g., sewing/stitching methods).

With reference now to FIG. 8C, the hair extension shown
1s another variation of the hair extension 20 of FIG. 7 1n
which a plurality of substrates, which includes the second
substrate 22 and a third substrate 23, may be individually
attached to opposite or both sides 28, 30 of the first substrate
8. like as shown and described above in FIGS. 2-7. In such
an embodiment, the third substrate 23 may include matenals
and attachments like as shown and described above for
second substrate 22. As shown, like the second substrate 22,
the third substrate 23 has a third substrate thickness 49
between a third substrate top side 25 and a third substrate
bottom side 27. In such an embodiment, the second substrate
bottom side 26 may come 1n contact with the first substrate
top side 28 to form the first overlap 34 and the third substrate
top side 25 may come in contact with the first substrate
bottom side 30 to form the second overlap 42. Moreover, in
one embodiment, the attachment device 356, e.g., a hair
extension clip, may be secured (not shown), 1n a manner as
1s shown and described above in FIGS. 7 and 7A, to the
bottom side 27 of the third substrate 23 proximate to the
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distal edge 39 and, 1n one example, on top of the second
plurality of hairs 54. In another embodiment, the hair
extension 20 of FIG. 8C may be secured, such as via thread,
to the wearers hair 18 by methods known 1n the art (e.g.,
sewing/stitching methods). Although the third substrate 23
may have a uniform length and a uniform width and a liner
second overlap 42, 1t should be understood that the length
and/or width may be non-uniform therealong, which can
provide for a non-linear first overlap. Such non-uniform
length and/or width can allow for any of a variety of shapes
and configurations for the third substrate 23.

With reference now to FIG. 8D, the hair extension 20
shown 1s another variation of the hair extension 20 of FIG.
7 1n which the welt 4 1s attached to the second substrate
bottom side 26 1n a 180° fashion and situated proximate the
distal edge 39 of the second substrate 22. The welt 4 1s
attached via the first substrate top side 28 to the second
substrate bottom side 26, like as shown and described above
in FIGS. 2-7, such that the first plurality of hairs 6 extends
in a direction generally opposite from the direction 1n which
the second plurality of hairs 54 extends. As shown, the first
plurality of hairs 6 1s folded over and around the distal edge
39 of the second substrate 22 such that a portion of the first
plurality of hairs 6 that 1s folded over the second substrate
22 extends 1n a direction generally parallel with the second
plurality of hairs 54. Accordingly, the first plurality of hairs
6 may render the distal edge 39 less noticeable. While FIG.
8D shows only a single welt 4, in one embodiment, a
plurality of welts 4 may be attached to the second substrate
like as shown in FIG. 8A. The hair extension 20 further
includes attachment device 56 (e.g., a hair extension clip) to
attach the hair extension 20 to the wearer’s natural hair 18.
The attachment device 56 1s secured to the first substrate 8

on the top side 28 1n a manner like that shown and described
above 1 FIGS. 7 and 7A.

With reference now to FIG. 9, the hair extension 20
shown 1s another variation of the hair extension 20 of FIG.
7 1n which the hair extension 20 1s without any weit 4 at all.
And while the second substrate 22 1s shown to be a single
layer, 1t 1s understood that other embodiments of the inven-
tion may include one or more layers of the second substrate
22 attached to each other (not shown). Similarly, while the
second plurality of hairs 54 1s shown to extend from the
second substrate top side 24, other embodiments of the
invention may attach a plurality of hairs to the other side of
the second substrate 22, both sides of the second substrate
22, or neither side of the second substrate 22. The hair
extension 20 further includes at least one attachment device
56 used to attach the hair extension 20 to the wearer or the
wearer’s natural hair 18. As shown 1n FIG. 9, the attachment
device 56 1s the hair extension clip 56, as previously
discussed, and can be attached to the bottom side 26 of the
second substrate 22 1n a manner as shown and described
above 1 FIGS. 7 and 7A.

With reference to FIGS. 10A and 10B, the hair extension
20 1s shown having a notched type opening or slit 60 (e.g.,
a v-shaped type notch) therein, such as within the first and
second substrate 8, 22. This opening 60 may be made by
cutting through or cutting out a section of the first and
second substrate 8, 22 of the hair extension 20, thereby
defining a first hair extension portion 20a on one side of the
opening 60 and a second hair extension portion 205 on the
other side of the opening 60. In one example, the opening 60
may stop short of or not extend into the first substrate 8. The
size and/or shape of the opening 60 may be adjusted as
needed or desired and more than one opening or slit 60 may
be provided along the length of the hair extension 20, as
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needed. After the opening 60 1s made, as best shown 1n FIG.
10B, the first hair extension portion 20a and the second hair
extension portion 206 may be bent or adjusted at or to a
desired angle relative to each other as shown, such as for
situating about the part 16 of a wearer’s hair. Here, the hair 5
extension 20 remains as a single or connected piece despite
being cut to form the single opening 60. However, 1t should

be understood that the hair extension 20 also may be cut
completely 1n half to separate the first hair extension portion
204 from the second hair extension portion 206 (not shown). 10
In one embodiment, a desired length of the hair extension 20
may be packaged for sale for later cutting to a desired length
for a desired end use. It should also be understood that a
plurality of openings 60 may be created 1n the hair extension

20 to provide for or permit a plurality of portions and bend 15
options.

With reference to FIGS. 11A-11E, a method 1s shown 1n
which the wearer 1s preparing a part 16 1n the wearer’s
natural hair 18 to receive the hair extension 20 of the present
invention, as 1s further discussed 1n FIGS. 12A-12F below. 20
While FIGS. 11A-11E are ordered alphabetically, the
method of preparing a wearer’s natural hair 18 may use a
different ordering of steps, with one or more steps being
optional and, thus, may be completely omitted from the
method. As shown 1 FIG. 11A, the wearer straightens and 25
defines hair part 16 1n the desired location. While the hair
part 16 1s shown to be at the top crown of the wearer’s head,
it may be made in other locations as well such as, for
example, a side of the wearer’s head and/or the back of the
wearer’s head (See, e.g., FIG. 16). As shown in FIG. 11B, 30
the wearer optionally may tease a first natural hair portion
18a at the roots to create a first tangle 62 adjacent to one side
of the hair part 16. As shown i FIG. 11C, the wearer
optionally may tease a second natural hair portion 185 at the
roots to create a second tangle 64 adjacent to the other side 35
of the hair part 16. With further reference to FIGS. 11B and
11C, the hair optionally may be teased to form the first tangle
62 and the second tangle 64 by using, for example, a comb,

a brush, or other suitable hair manipulation tool. The first
tangle 62 and the second tangle 64 may serve as anchors at 40
which the hair extension 20 may be attached, such by way

of the hair extension clip 56 (not shown). Another type of
anchor includes, for example, an anchor braid 66 (see FIGS.
13-15), which optionally may be used as an anchor point as
further described below. As shown 1n FIG. 11D, the wearer 45
may move the first natural hair portion 18a out of the way
and against the wearer’s scalp. Although not shown, the
same may be done with the second natural hair portion 18b.

As shown i1n FIG. 11E, the wearer’s natural hair 18 1s
prepared and ready to have one or more hair extensions 20 50
optionally attached to the first tangle 62 and/or the second
tangle 64 as described further below. In the absence of the
optional teasing steps, which produces the first and second
tangles 62, 64, a user can simply secure the hair extension

20 to the hair, such as at the roots of the hair, adjacent to the 55
prepared hair parts 16, such as via the hair extension clip(s)
56, as would be understood 1n the art, instead of to the first
and second tangles 62, 64, for example. When preparing the
hair part 16, the wearer may decide also to provide a leave
out including a portion of the wearer’s natural hair 18 60
proximate to the hair part 16 (not shown).

With reference to FIGS. 12A-12F, a method 1s shown 1n
which the wearer attaches the hair extension 20 of the
present mvention (depicted here as first and second hair
extensions 20q and 205, which may be completely separated 65
as shown, or attached together as discussed in FIGS. 10A
and 10B) to the wearer’s hair as prepared, for example, 1n
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FIGS. 11A-11E. While FIGS. 12A-12F are ordered alpha-
betically, the inventive method of preparing the wearer’s
natural hair 18 may use a different ordering of steps, with
one or more steps being optional and, thus, may be com-
pletely omitted from the method.

As shown 1n FIG. 12A, the wearer may position the distal
edge 39 of the first hair extension 20aq adjacent to one side
of the hair part 16 and can attach the attachment device 56
(e.g., the hair extension clip 56) to the first tangle 62, 1t the
first tangle 62 1s created. In the absence of the first tangle 62,
as 1ndicated above, a user can simply secure the hair
extension 20q to the hair, such as at the roots of the hair,
adjacent to the prepared hair part 16, such as via the hair
extension clip 56, as would be understood in the art. As
shown 1n FIG. 12B, the wearer may position the distal edge
39 of the second hair extension 205 adjacent to the other side
of the hair part 16 and can attach the attachment device 56
(e.g., the hair extension clip) to the second tangle 64, 1t the
second tangle 64 is created. In the absence of the second
tangle 62, as indicated above, a user can simply secure the
hair extension 2054 to the hair, such as at the roots of the hair,
adjacent to the prepared hair part 16, such as via the hair
extension clip 56, as would be understood in the art. With
reference to FIGS. 12A and 12B, the attachment device 56
optionally may be attached to the first tangle 62 and second
tangle 64 so that the wearer’s natural hair 18 underneath 1s
not visible while a portion of the wearer’s scalp at the hair
part 16 1s visible. In another embodiment, the first tangle 62
and/or second tangle 64 may be replaced by an optional
anchor braid 66 and the hair extension secured thereon or
therebetween, for example, as further discussed below (See
FIGS. 13-15). In methods where preparing the wearer’s hair
does not include defining the first tangle 62 and/or the
second tangle 64, the attachment device 56 may be posi-
tioned adjacent to the hair part 16 so that the wearer’s natural
hair 18 1s not visible while a portion of the wearer’s scalp at
the hair part 1s visible. As shown i FIG. 12C, the wearer
may further tease the roots of at least one of the first plurality
of hairs 6 and/or the second plurality of hairs 54 adjacent to
the hair part 16. This may create lift or volume at the roots
and may help to create a transition between the wearer’s
natural hair 18 and the hair extension 20a, 205 such that the
hair extension 20a, 205 1s less noticeable. In one embodi-
ment, the hair extension 20a, 2056 includes hairs processed to
resemble the wearer’s natural hair 18 at or proximate to the
distal edge 39 (not shown). As depicted in FIG. 12D, the
wearer may install the first hair extension 20a and/or the
second hair extension 206 to the optional first tangle 62 and
the second tangle 64 respectively using the attachment
device 36, or can simply secure the hair extensions 20q
and/or 2054 to the hair, such as at the roots of the wearer’s
natural hair 18, adjacent to the prepared hair part 16, such as
via the hair extension clip 56, as would be understood 1n the
art. As shown in FIG. 12E, both the first hair extension 20a
and the second hair extension 205 are attached to the
wearer’s natural hair 18. In FIG. 12F, a leave out 40
optionally can be prepared and can be blended into at least
one of the first plurality of hairs 6 and/or the second plurality
of hairs 54. The leave out 40 may be blended into the hair
extension using means and methods know 1n the art.

With reference now to FIGS. 13-15, the hair extension 20
may be attached to the wearer’s natural hair 18 at or
proximate to anchor braid 66 instead of the first tangle 62
and/or the second tangle 64. While the anchor braid 66 is
shown to be on one side of the hair part 16, in one
embodiment, the anchor braid 66 may be situated on the
other side of the hair part 16 or on both sides of the hair part
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16. Moreover, while the welt 4 1s not illustrated here, as
would be understood, one or more welts 4 may be attached
to the second substrate 22 such that the first plurality of hairs
6 extends 1n a direction away from the hair part 16.

With specific reference to FIG. 13, the attachment device
56, ¢.g., the hair extension clip, can be attached directly to
the anchor braid 66. And with reference to FIG. 14, the
anchor braid 66 1s spaced apart/spaced further apart from the
hair part 16. The attachment device 56 can be attached to the
wearer’s natural hair 18 between the hair part 16 and the
anchor braid 66. In this configuration, the anchor braid 66
acts as a stop that prevents lateral movement of the hair
extension 20 while worn. In this embodiment, the second
plurality of hairs 54 proximate to the distal edge 39 can be
straight hair whereby the hair extension 20 can be less
noticeable at least because it may blend in better with the
wearer’s natural hair 18 adjacent to the hair part 16.

In FIG. 15, the anchor braid 66 1s now shown positioned
between the hair extension 20 and the hair part 16. In this
embodiment, the attachment device 56 1s attached to the
wearer’s natural hair 18 but now adjacent to the anchor braid
66. In addition and as further shown, the hair extension 20
also can be attached to the anchor braid 66 using a portion
of the second plurality of hairs 54 proximate to the distal
edge 39, a plurality of crocheted hairs 68, such as by
crocheting those hairs through the anchor braid 66 and
optionally further by wrapping the hairs over the anchor
braid 66 and hair extension 20. Other methods for joining
together thread-like materials such as, but not limited to,
tying, sewing, or other suitable techniques may also be used
to attach the plurality of crocheted hairs 68 to the anchor
braid 66. This crocheting attachment method serves to both
attach the hair extension 20 to the wearer’s natural hair 18
and also make the hair extension 20 less noticeable. In one
embodiment, the hair extension 20 does not include the
attachment device 56, as shown, and 1s attached instead to
the hair extension 20 using only the plurality of crocheted
hairs 68.

With reference now to FIG. 16, the hair part 16 may be
located on the side and/or back of a wearer’s head. As
shown, the horizontal hair part 16 situates a portion of the
wearer’s natural hair 18 upwards and another portion of the
wearer’s natural hair 18 downwards. Providing the hair part
16 on the side and back of the wearer’s hair 1n this manner
allows for additional hair styles, such as the “half-up hali-
down” hair style as 1s shown here. It should be understood
that the wearer may choose to define a hair part 16 1n any
desired location. The hair extension 20 may be attached to
{
C

he hair part 16 shown here in a similar manner as just
lescribed above 1n FIGS. 12A-12E on the side and back of
the wearer’s head with this “half-up half-down” hairstyle.
But instead of attaching hair extensions 20 adjacent to both
sides of the hair part 16, one hair extension 20 is attached
adjacent to the bottom side of the hair part 16. With this
style, the wearer may choose to wear the upper portion of
their natural hair 18 up in a ponytail, braid, bun, or some
other up-do or, alternatively, in another embodiment, the
half-up portion may be left down altogether. In addition,
with this half-up halt-down hairstyle or when the half-up
portion 1s left down altogether, multiple spaced-apart hori-
zontal parts (not shown) may be prepared up and/or down
the back and/or side of the head for use with additional hair
extensions 20. In such embodiments, the wearer’s natural
hair 18 may be lett out between at least one of the multiple
spaced-apart horizontal parts 16/installed hair extensions 20
(not shown). For example, the wearer may use multiple hair
extensions 20 such that between each hair extension 20 a
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portion of the wearer’s natural hair 18 1s left out, creating a
pattern of alternating layers of hair extensions 20 and the
wearer’s natural hair 18. Moreover, since upper layers will
cover and obscure the appearance of lower layers thereby
providing overlapping layers of hair, other examples may
only include a single hair extension 20 in accordance with
the present invention as the topmost layer of hair adjacent to
the topmost part, for example, while other lower layers of
hair can define conventional hair extensions 2 (not shown).

With reference to FIGS. 17-19, a portion of the second
plurality of hairs 54 proximate to the distal edge 39 may be
used to define a wrap-around hair portion 70 that 1s folded
over or wrapped around the distal edge 39 of the second
substrate 22 1n an eflort to make the hair extension 20 less
noticeable when worn. The wrap-around hair portion 70 may
then be wedged under or against or attached/secured to the
second substrate 22 at the second substrate bottom side 26.
Although not specifically depicted, 1n one embodiment, one
or more welts 4 may be attached to the second substrate 22
opposite the distal edge 39. In such embodiments, the
wrap-around hair portion 70 may be wedged under or
against or attached/secured to the hair extension 20 at the
first substrate bottom side 30. The wrap-around hair portion
70 may be attached to the hair extension 20 using means and
methods known 1n the art including, for example, bonding
with an adhesive (e.g., glue), taping, sewing, and the like.

With specific reference to FIG. 17, the hair extension 20
includes the wrap-around portion 70 but excludes any
attachment device 56. In FIG. 18, the hair extension 20
includes the wrap-around portion 70 but 1s folded over or
wraps around the distal edge 39 and 1s further sandwiched or
securely situated between the second substrate bottom side
26 and the attachment device 56. And 1n FIG. 19, the hair
extension 20 includes the wrap-around portion 70 but here
1s folded over or wraps around both the distal edge 39 and
the attachment device 56. In one embodiment, the attach-
ment device 36 (e.g., the hair extension clip) 1s used to
secure the wrap-around portion 70 mnstead of or 1n addition
to attaching the wrap-around portion 70 to the hair extension
20 1tself. With further reference to FIGS. 18 and 19 1n one
embodiment, a portion of the second substrate 22 proximate
to the distal edge 39 can be wrapped around the attachment
device 56 (not shown). The portion of the second substrate
22 wrapped around the attachment device 56 may be
attached thereto using, for example, an adhesive (e.g., glue
or tape) or other suitable methods and the like.

With reference to FI1G. 20, the hair extension 20 includes
a third plurality of hairs 72 attached to the second substrate
bottom side 26. In one embodiment, the third plurality of
hairs 72 1s proximate to the distal edge 39. The third plurality
of hairs 72 may be attached to the second substrate 22 using
means and methods know 1n the art including, for example,
hand tying, crocheting, ventilating, or other similar methods
and the like. The third plurality of hairs 72 may be situated
on or wrapped around the distal edge 39 to cover or blend
in with the second plurality of hairs 54, making the second
substrate 22 and the hair extension 20 less noticeable.

The characteristics of the third plurality of hairs 72 may
be selected based on at least one of several considerations,
which may be the same as the first and/or second plurality
of hairs 6, 54. For example, the third plurality of hairs 72
may 1include the same or different types of hair such as
natural hair, synthetic hair, other suitable hair replacements,
or a combination thereof. The third plurality of hairs 72 may
also have the same or different characteristics such as
straight, wavy, curly, frizzy, kinky, other suitable hair types,
or combinations thereof. The color of the third plurality of
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hairs 72 may be selected, for example, to correspond with
the color of second substrate 22, the color of the first and/or
second plurality of hairs 6, 54, or the color of the wearer’s
natural hair 18. In one example, the color selected can be
black, jet black, natural black, and the like. In one embodi-
ment, the third plurality of hairs 72 includes hair with
different characteristics that are attached to diflerent portions
of the second substrate 22. In one embodiment, the third
plurality of hairs 72 includes hair with different character-
istics that are attached to different portions of the second
substrate 22. In another embodiment, some of the third
plurality of hairs 72 attached to the second substrate 22 are
irnzzy, kinky, curly, or are processed 1n some other similar
style while other portions of the third plurality of hairs 72
have a different style. For example, the third plurality of
hairs 72 proximate to the distal edge 39 may be frizzy, kinky,
or curly to obscure the distal edge 39 while other portions of
the third plurality of hairs 72 have the characteristics of the
desired hairstyle.

While the present mmvention has been illustrated by a
description of various embodiments and while these
embodiments have been described 1n considerable detail, it
1s not the 1itention of the applicant to restrict or in any way
limit the scope of the appended claims to such detail.
Additional advantages and modifications will readily appear
to those skilled in the art. Thus, the invention 1n its broader
aspects 1s therefore not limited to the specific details, rep-
resentative apparatus and method and 1llustrative example
shown and described. Accordingly, departures may be made
from such details without departing from the spirit or scope
of applicant’s general mventive concept.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A hair extension comprising:

a first welt including a first substrate and a first plurality
of hairs, the first substrate having a length, width, and
thickness and including a top side, a bottom side
opposite the top side, and an edge along the length of
the first substrate, the first plurality of hairs having a
desired length and extending from the top side, wherein
the bottom side 1s situated proximate a wearer’s hair
when the hair extension 1s attached to the wearer’s hair;

a second substrate having a length, width, and thickness
and including a top side and a bottom side opposite the
top side, the second substrate being attached to the first
substrate at or along the edge of the first substrate so
that the second substrate extends 1n a direction gener-
ally opposite to the first substrate, the bottom side of the
second substrate 1s situated proximate the wearer’s hair
when the hair extension 1s attached to the wearer’s hair:

a second plurality of hairs having a desired length and
extending from the top side of the second substrate; and

an attachment device coupled to the bottom side of the
second substrate, the attachment device configured to
engage with the wearer’s hair for securing the hair
extension to the wearer’s hair, wherein the first sub-
strate and the second substrate are different.

2. The hair extension of claim 1 further comprising a
second attachment device coupled to the bottom side of the
first substrate.

3. The hair extension of claim 2 wherein the attachment
device and the second attachment device are a hair clip or
comb.

4. The hair extension of claim 1 wherein the second
substrate 1s attached to the first substrate at one or more
locations along the length of the first and second substrate
and adjacent the edge of the first substrate to define an
overlap.
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5. The hair extension of claim 1 wherein the second
substrate comprises or mesh material defining a plurality of
openings.

6. The hair extension of claim 5 wherein the second
substrate comprises a lace.

7. The hair extension of claim 6 wherein the second
plurality of hairs are secured to the second substrate via
corresponding openings 1n the lace of the second substrate.

8. The hair extension of claim 1, wherein the second
substrate comprises a sheet of a synthetic material.

9. The hair extension of claim 8, wherein the second
substrate comprises a polyurethane sheet.

10. The hair extension of claim 1, wherein the thickness
of the second substrate 1s less than the thickness of the first
substrate and the width of the second substrate 1s greater
than the first substrate.

11. The hair extension of claim 10, wherein the length of
the first and second substrates are generally the same.

12. The hair extension of claim 1 further comprising a
third substrate having a length, width, and thickness and
including a top side and a bottom side opposite the top side,
the third substrate being attached to the first substrate at or
along the edge of the first substrate opposite the second
substrate so that the third substrate extends 1n a direction
generally opposite to the first substrate and in generally
parallel relation with the second substrate, the bottom side of
the third substrate 1s situated proximate the wearer’s hair
when the hair extension 1s attached to the wearer’s hair,
wherein the first substrate and the third substrate are difler-
ent.

13. The hair extension of claim 12 further comprising a
third plurality of hairs having a desired length and extending
from the bottom side of the third substrate.

14. The hair extension of claim 1 further comprising one
or more additional welts that securely cooperate with the
first substrate of the first welt such that the one or more
additional welts extend 1n a direction away from the second
substrate, the one or more additional welts including a
plurality of hairs having a desired length that extend from
the one or more additional wetts, the one or more additional
welts being similarly configured and oriented as the first
wedlt.

15. The hair extension of claam 1 wherein the second
substrate 1s folded over the first welt to sandwich the first
welt therebetween, the second substrate being attached to
the top and bottom sides of the first substrate along opposing
edges of the second substrate and at or along the edge of the
first substrate so that the second substrate extends 1n a
direction generally opposite to the first substrate, the top side
of the second substrate 1s situated proximate the wearer’s
hair when the hair extension 1s attached to the wearer’s harr.

16. The hair extension of claim 1 wherein a portion of the
second plurality of hairs proximate a distal edge of the
second substrate, which 1s opposite the edge at or along
which the second substrate 1s attached to the first substrate,
defines a wrap-around hair portion that can be folded over
the distal edge.

17. The hair extension of claam 1 wherein the second
substrate further comprises a third plurality of hairs having
a desired length and extending from the bottom side of the
second substrate proximate a distal edge thereof, which 1s
opposite the edge at or along which the second substrate 1s
attached to the first substrate, wherein a portion of the third
plurality of hairs defines a wrap-around hair portion that can
be folded over the distal edge.
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18. The hair extension of claim 1 wherein the first and
second plurality of hairs extend in substantially the same
direction.

19. The hair extension of claim 1 wherein a color of at
least one of the first substrate, the second substrate, the first
plurality of hairs, or the second plurality of hairs 1s selected
from black, jet black, or natural black.

20. The hair extension of claim 1 wherein the first
substrate, the second substrate, the first plurality of hairs,
and the second plurality of hairs are black 1n color.
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