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DUAL MODE JEEP COVER

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

[0001] A portion of the disclosure of this patent contains
material that 1s subject to copyright protection. The copy-
right owner has no objection to the reproduction by anyone
ol the patent document or the patent disclosure as it appears
in the Patent and Trademark Oflice patent files or records,
but otherwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0002] The present mvention relates to a jeep cover. In
particular, 1t relates to a jeep cover that serves a dual
function convertible from a cover for the jeep to arain fly off
the back of the jeep.

Description of Related Art

[0003] Utility vehicles such as jeep style vehicles have a
completely removable top that drapes over the roll bar of the
jeep and attaches to the sides to form a roof. The doors are
not covered since the tops are intended to be used while
driving. The tops can either be a hard top or a soft top and
are made of a number of different materials and cloths. Some
of these tops allow sunlight 1n, e.g., mesh type fabrics, while
others are designed to keep the sunlight out of the interior.

[0004] The concept of a tent for use on a jeep style vehicle
has been utilized including the provision of sideboards,
however, they require an extensive framework of metal
pipes and bars to support the tent. The tents then become
quite bulky and not practical to carry 1n the jeep style vehicle
tull time. In addition, they are extremely heavy and take up
a substantial amount of room when 1n a folded configuration.
The tent does not cover the doors or windows 1in any manner.
In addition, the device would be quite expensive to manu-
facture and would not be very practical to use.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The present invention relates to a dual mode cover.
In one mode, the ripstop nylon fabric cover covers the top,
sides, back, and doors, either laid on the jeep or attached,
e.g., by magnets, hook and loop fasteners, or straps. The
same cover can then be moved backwards, with one end
attaching to the top cross roll bar on a first end and one or
more tent poles on a second end to form a shelter. A guy line
and sand bag can optionally be used to stabilize the shelter
configuration.

[0006] Accordingly, 1n one embodiment, there 1s a cover
for a jeep which can alternatively serve as a shelter posi-
tioned ofl the back of the jeep comprising:

[0007] a) rnipstop nylon fabric configured to cover the
top, doors, and side windows of the jeep and which
alternatively can also be placed off the back of the jeep
to form a shelter, which 1s connected to a roll bar of the
jeep type vehicle on a first side of the ripstop nylon
fabric;

[0008] b) one or more tent poles for supporting the
ripstop nylon fabric on a second side of the ripstop
nylon fabric, wherein the ripstop nylon fabric 1s utilized
as a shelter; and
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[0009] c¢) a bag designed to hang from a top cross piece
roll bar, which 1s of a size to contain the ripstop nylon
fabric cover and the one or more tent poles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the cover of the
present invention, covering the jeep.

[0011] FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the cover of the
present 1nvention mounted ofl the back of the jeep used as
a shelter.

[0012] FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of the bag to hold
the cover and tent poles of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
INVENTION

L1l

[0013] While this invention 1s susceptible to embodiment
in many different forms, there 1s shown in the drawings, and
will herein be described 1n detail, specific embodiments with
the understanding that the present disclosure of such
embodiments 1s to be considered as an example of the
principles and not intended to limit the mvention to the
specific embodiments shown and described. In the descrip-
tion below, like reference numerals are used to describe the
same, similar, or corresponding parts in the several views of
the drawings. This detailed description defines the meanming
of the terms used herein and specifically describes embodi-
ments 1n order for those skilled in the art to practice the
invention.

DEFINITIONS
[0014] The terms “about” and “essentially” mean +10
percent.
[0015] The terms “a” or “an”, as used herein, are defined

as one or as more than one. The term “plurality™, as used
herein, 1s defined as two or as more than two. The term
“another”, as used herein, 1s defined as at least a second or
more. The terms “including” and/or *“having”, as used
herein, are defined as comprising (i.e., open language). The
term “coupled”, as used herein, 1s defined as connected,
although not necessarily directly, and not necessarily
mechanically.

[0016] The term “comprising” i1s not mmtended to limat
inventions to only claiming the present invention with such
comprising language. Any invention using the term com-
prising could be separated into one or more claims using
“consisting” or “consisting of” claim language and 1s so
intended.

[0017] Reference throughout this document to “one
embodiment”, “certain embodiments™, “an embodiment™, or
similar terms means that a particular feature, structure, or
characteristic described 1n connection with the embodiment
1s i1ncluded m at least one embodiment of the present
invention. Thus, the appearances of such phrases 1n various
places throughout this specification are not necessarily all
referring to the same embodiment. Furthermore, the particu-
lar features, structures, or characteristics may be combined

in any suitable manner 1n one or more embodiments without
limitation.

[0018] The term “or”, as used herein, 1s to be interpreted
as an inclusive or meaning any one or any combination.
Theretore, “A, B, or C” means any of the following: “A; B;
C;Aand B; Aand C; B and C; A, B, and C”. An exception
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to this definition will occur only when a combination of
clements, functions, steps, or acts are 1 some way inher-
ently mutually exclusive.

[0019] The drawings featured in the figures are for the
purpose of illustrating certain convenient embodiments of
the present mmvention and are not to be considered as
limitation thereto. The term “means™ preceding a present
participle of an operation indicates a desired function for
which there 1s one or more embodiments, 1.e., one or more
methods, devices, or apparatuses for achieving the desired
function and that one skilled in the art could select from
these or their equivalent 1n view of the disclosure herein, and
use of the term “means™ 1s not mtended to be limiting.

[0020] As used herein, the term “cover” refers to a piece
of ripstop nylon fabric in a shape such that 1t can become not
only the roof of the jeep, but it also covers side doors and
windows. This 1s designed not for driving but to keep
moisture out of the vehicle from all possible entry points. As
noted i FIG. 1, the cover 1s configured to cover the top,
back, doors, and side windows (1f any). When 1nstalled, 1t
has a generally flat top with sides on the left, nght, and back
that cover all the entry points of rain, i.e., the doors,
windows, and open back area. It 1s, 1n one embodiment,
attached to at least a portion of the roll bar (top or sides) to
hold it 1n place. In another embodiment, the sides and back
portion of the cover are attached to the vehicle by any means
compatible with ripstop nylon fabric and the vehicle itself.
Examples include, but are not limited to, hook and loop
fasteners, snaps, hooks, straps, magnets, and the like. In one
embodiment, there are four straps holding the cover.

[0021] As used herein, the term “4eep” in lowercase, 1s
used as a generic term for vehicles inspired by the Jeep®
vehicle that are suitable for use on rough terrain. They have
in common the open sides and backs, the roll bars, and 1n
many cases, these vehicles lack side windows or even side
doors. The general shape of such jeeps 1s shown in the
figures, especially FIG. 1. Of note 1s this version of a jeep
which has a roll bar frame with bars on the sides and top,
which can be utilized to support the cover of the present
invention.

[0022] As used herein, the term “shelter or sun shade”
refers to a cover supported on one end (a first side) by
attachment to a top roll bar and on the other (second) side by
one or more tent poles. A canopy does not have a floor and
only has some side coverage. The drawings show that the
parts of the cover that drape over the doors and window
areas become sidewalls to the cover when in rain fly
position. The fabric 1s thin, resists tearing, and 1s easy to
move between cover and canopy. In one embodiment, a guy
line and sand bag are used to stabilize the shelter configu-
ration, as seen 1n FIG. 2.

[0023] As used herein, the term “rnipstop nylon fabric”
refers to a woven fabric made of nylon. During weaving,
thick reinforcement yarns are mterwoven at regular intervals
in a crosshatch pattern. The intervals are typically in the
range of about 5 to 8 mullimeters. It also refers to like
materials that are not technically ripstop but provide the
same protection, ¢.g., DFC composite, polyester, mesh, and
the like, including more than one material.

[0024] As used herein, the term “connected to a roll bar”
refers to a metal bar running up the sides and across the top
of the jeep. It 1s used for strengthening the vehicle frame and
protecting the occupants, should the vehicle overturn.
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[0025] As used herein, the term ““tent poles™ refers to one
or more poles that are used to port a tent or in this case, a
canopy. They can be a single piece but, 1n one embodiment,
they are collapsible, e.g., by coming apart into pieces or
telescoping to a smaller size especially to {it 1n the bag of the
present invention. In one embodiment, there are two poles
and 1n another embodiment, there 1s a single half-moon pole.
A guy line and sand bag can also be utilized.

[0026] As used herein, the term “top cross piece roll bar”
refers to the part of the roll bar that 1s at the top of the roll
bar frame and crosses from one side of the jeep to the other
side and not front to back.

[0027] As used herein, the term “bag” refers to a container
made of tlexible material with an opening at the top, used for
carrying the npstop nylon fabric and the poles. It 1s designed
to be hung from the top cross piece roll bar, either in a
permanent or a removable fashion. In one embodiment, the
ripstop nylon fabric 1s attached (e.g., by sewing or other
means) to the bag.

[0028] As used herein, the term “‘attached” refers to the
cover, 1n one embodiment, being attached to the jeep by
hook and loop fasteners, straps, magnets, and the like, rather
than just being laid across the roll bar frame.

DRAWINGS

[0029] Now referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 1s a perspec-
tive view of the nipstop nylon fabric cover of the present
invention on a Jeep® vehicle in the covered position. In this
view, cover 1 covers the sides 2 (only left side shown), top
3, and back 4 on Jeep® 6, leaving the windshield uncovered
since 1t 1s not an entry point of rain. While the cover can just
be laid on top of the jeep, 1n this view, magnets 3 are utilized
at the bottom of the sides of the Jeep® vehicle and the back
to hold the cover 1n place. Internal ties could also be utilized,
tying the cover to the roll bar frame, seen 1n FIG. 2.

[0030] FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of the same cover
1 situated off the back of the Jeep® vehicle 6 in the shelter
position. The first side 20 1s connected to the top cross piece
roll bar frame 21 and a single half-moon shaped pole 22
which supports the second side 23 of the shelter. The roll bar
frame 21 has upright portions and cross portions creating a
roll cage to protect the driver. An optional guy line 235 1s held
down by sand bag 26 to stabilize the shelter configuration.

[0031] FIG. 3 shows bag 31 for carrying the tent poles 22
and cover 1 attached by straps 32 to top cross roll bar 24. In
one embodiment, the cover 1s attached to the bag.

[0032] Those skilled 1n the art to which the present inven-
tion pertains may make modifications resulting in other
embodiments employing principles of the present mnvention
without departing from 1ts spirit or characteristics, particu-
larly upon considering the foregoing teachings. Accordingly,
the described embodiments are to be considered in all
respects only as illustrative, and not restrictive, and the
scope of the present invention 1s, therefore, indicated by the
appended claims rather than by the foregoing description or
drawings. Consequently, while the present invention has
been described with reference to particular embodiments,
modifications of structure, sequence, matenals, and the like
apparent to those skilled in the art still fall within the scope
of the mvention as claimed by the applicant.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A cover for a jeep which can alternatively serve as a
shelter positioned ofl the back of the jeep comprising;
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a) ripstop nylon fabric configured to cover the top, doors,
and side windows of the jeep and which alternatively
can also be placed off the back of the jeep to form a
shelter, which 1s connected to a roll bar of the jeep type
vehicle on a first side of the ripstop nylon fabric;

b) one or more tent poles for supporting the ripstop nylon
fabric on a second side of the ripstop nylon fabric,
wherein the ripstop nylon fabric 1s utilized as a shelter;
and

¢) a bag designed to hang from a top cross piece roll bar,
which 1s of a size to contain the ripstop nylon fabric
cover and the one or more tent poles.

2. The cover for a jeep which can alternatively serve as a
shelter positioned off the back of the jeep according to claim
1 wherein the bag is sealable.

3. The cover for a jeep which can alternatively serve as a
shelter positioned off the back of the jeep according to claim
1 wherein the cover 1s attached to the bag.

4. The cover for a jeep which can alternatively serve as a
shelter positioned off the back of the jeep according to claim
1 wherein the one or more tent poles are collapsible.

5. The cover for a jeep which can alternatively serve as a
shelter positioned ofl the back of the jeep according to claim
1 wherein the cover 1s attached to the jeep 1n use.

6. The cover for a jeep which can alternatively serve as a
shelter positioned off the back of the jeep according to claim
1 wherein the one or more tent poles are a single half-moon
shaped pole.

7. The cover for a jeep which can alternatively serve as a
shelter positioned off the back of the jeep according to claim
1 which further comprises a guy line secured by a sand bag.
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